


Page 1

Front Cover: Downtown Saskatoon • Photo by Tourism Saskatoon
Inside Cover: Rivers Landing • Photo by Chad Glascock

A Message from The Salvation Army 
Divisional Commander

The founding and development of Saskatoon in the late 
1800s was largely due to the spirit and drive of a small 
group of settlers and their contention that the region 
needed to be established as a gateway to the northwest. 
Founded in 1882 as a ‘temperance colony’—free from the 
inherent evils of the liquor trade—the village of Saskatoon 
was incorporated in 1901, setting a roller coaster trajectory 
of success amid numerous local and worldwide challenges. 
Eventually nicknamed “P.O.W. City” for its ample supply of 
potash, oil and wheat to international markets, Saskatoon 
continues to emerge as a hub in the developing economy of 
central and western Canada and around the world. The city 
has entered the 21st century as a significant transnational 
partner demonstrating a positive global impact.

This oasis in the ‘land of the big sky’ however, is no different 
than any other Canadian urban centre, given that in the 
midst of prosperity and affluence there emerge challenges 
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around the needs of individuals and families. 

Since the establishment of The Salvation Army in Saskatoon in the late 1800s, we have sought to 
embody God’s immense love for His entire creation. The Army has intentionally cared for the city’s 
neighborhoods by nurturing its congregational life, responding to disasters, and by pragmatically 
addressing the needs of the city’s marginalized and vulnerable. We are aware, however, of the need 
to develop a more integrated approach to our mission, and so The Salvation Army in the City of 
Saskatoon has embarked on a strategic planning process using the platform of Building Bridges of 
Hope. This strategic plan seeks to serve the City of Saskatoon at this pivotal juncture in its history. It 
asks not only what we envision the Army’s mission to be but how to make it a reality. 

I want to express my thanks to the team that has helped create this plan, and to also invite you to 
envision ways you can partner with The Salvation Army in Building Bridges of Hope.

Most sincerely,

 
Wayne Bungay, Major 
Divisional Commander, Prairie Division 
April 2014

At the heart of The Salvation Army’s ministry are relationships • Photo by Scott Streble (Grizzard)



Page 5

Building Bridges with Vision
The City of Saskatoon has grown from a few inhabitants in the early part of the 20th century to its 
present population of 250,000 and an anticipated population of 500,000 will be realized by 2030. 
The city’s vibrancy is captured in its own recently published Community Vision.

The Salvation Army seeks to contribute to the realization of this vision through its own mission, 
relating to salvation and health, in its many dimensions. As part of an international movement, The 
Salvation Army has a variety of ministries within Saskatoon. In considering how best to integrate our 
diversified efforts, we envision:

• Setting the pace toward meeting community needs
• Bringing justice from a multi-national perspective
• Developing our role in bringing hope and dignity to the city
• Being a catalyst for a healthy city

Along the South Saskatchewan River, Downtown Saskatoon • Photo by Jonathan D. 
Hamel
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About The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army was born in nineteenth century London, England. In 1865, London was a city of 
contrasts where evident wealth co-existed with deep poverty and dire human need affronted any 
personal desire for improvement. The wounds of poverty were most keenly felt in the East London 
district; the specific birthplace of the Army. Founders, William and Catherine Booth positioned 
themselves at the centre of a movement intent on embodying the love of God in practical and 
transformative ways.

Within two generations The Salvation Army spread to other countries in the world, including the 
new nation of Canada. As immigrants settled in the western provinces, so did “The Sally Ann”. By 
the late 19th century The Army had made itself part of the western cultural fabric, which included 
the City of Saskatoon. Its commitment to hold together love for God and love for neighbour has led 
to a diverse existence: from congregation to family reunification; from work with young mothers to 
residential shelter ministry. 

Acknowledging its diversity of expression, The Salvation Army seeks to integrate its life and mission 
more fully as it enters the 21st century. With this purpose in mind, these strategic planning goals 
have been developed to ensure more intentional integration of the Army’s mission to the city of 
Saskatoon.

William and Catherine Booth, founders of The Salvation Army • Photos from the Archives of
The Salvation Army
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Our Mission
The Salvation Army exists to share the love of Jesus Christ, meet human need and be a transforming 
influence in the communities of our world.

Our Core Values
Compassion, Integrity, Co-operation, Respect, Celebration, Excellence, and Relevance rooted in 
Salvation, Holiness, and Intimacy with God.

The Salvation Army Community Centre located at 339 Avenue C South • Photo by Heather 
Hedstrom
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The Salvation Army in Saskatoon

The Salvation Army Saskatoon Temple

This congregation is a very active centre of Christian service and worship, offering Bible instruction, 
ALPHA training, fellowship, and numerous opportunities for service to all ages. There is a place for 
everyone at the Temple. Sunday worship features a dynamic blend of contemporary and traditional 
music, led by a modern worship band as well as the more recognizable Salvation Army brass band. 
The church family assists the ministry of the Army in and around Saskatoon, as well as the Army’s 
international mission through support of overseas efforts in 126 countries.

Corrections and Justice

Our halfway house is a community-based residential facility for offenders who, having been 
sentenced to a term of incarceration, are serving a portion of their sentence while under careful 
and structured supervision within the community.

Along with twenty-four hour supervision, the Army provides general counselling and practical 
assistance to offenders while they undergo rehabilitation, find a job, engage in the workforce, attend 
school, or participate in treatment and/or other programming opportunities.

Major Wayne Bungay leading worship with Territorial Commissioners Peddle at Saskatoon 
Temple • Photo by Jonathan D. Hamel
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John School

Several times a year, the Army facilitates a John School. The goal is to provide education and 
understanding regarding the negative impact of prostitution on individuals and families in Saskatoon.

Individuals attending John School are first-time offenders who are taking responsibility for their 
behavior.

Family Services

Family Services has been an important part of The Salvation Army since it commenced in Saskatoon 
in 1925. While its offerings have changed over time, the Army’s commitment to serve Saskatoon 
families and individuals has not diminished. The Army offers assistance such as, backpacks containing 
various school supplies, summer neighborhood feeding programs, children and youth camps, as 
well as emergency response during fires, floods and other disasters (i.e. food, clothing, shelter, 
transportation, financial advice, spiritual and emotional counselling, etc.). 

Family Tracing

The Family Tracing Service aims to reconnect individuals and families for the purpose of establishing 
a close and continuing bond. Often the newly formed ties are extended to include the reunification 

Celebrating The Salvation Army at Harvest Rally • Photo by Jonathan D. Hamel
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of the person with the extended family as well. In conformity with its mission, the Family Tracing 
Service also provides spiritual help to all parties when requested.

Residential Services (Hostel)

Residential Services is open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and provides a safe place for men to 
sleep, store their belongings and a place to call home while they are passing through Saskatoon or 
until they find more permanent accommodations. 

Mumford House

As the need for help in our community has grown, so has the need for shelter beds. Mumford House 
is a 37 bed facility for women and their children who require a safe place to call home while they 
locate to other safe and sustainable long term housing.

Bethany Home

Bethany Home is a transitional unit for girls aged 13 to 18 years. The girls are referred to Bethany 
by their Family Service Worker. The normal stay-period is 3 to 4 months, and this provides an 
opportunity for them to help create a plan to return home or transition to other facilities within the 

Major Malba Holliday sharing a smile with a resident of Bethany Home • Photo by Jonathan D. 
Hamel
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community.

While at Bethany Home the girls are given the opportunity to learn life skills such as cooking, planning 
healthy meals, laundry and personal hygiene in a structured environment. They also receive support 
around how to learn to make healthy choices and develop methods to deal with conflict and crisis 
moments in their lives going forward.

Thrift Stores

The Thrift Stores exist to meet the practical needs of the marginalized and excluded of society. They 
provide affordable and quality products to all people regardless of need or circumstance. Funds 
generated support the various programs and services of The Salvation Army in Saskatoon.

Beaver Creek Camp

The Salvation Army Beaver Creek Camp is nestled in 100 acres of beautifully secluded woods, creek, 
valley and meadow just outside of Saskatoon. The Camp exists to promote the spiritual growth and 
awareness of God’s love through the warmth of Christian fellowship in the beauty of His creation. 
The Camp is located 15km south of Saskatoon, just east of highway 219.

Children building bird feeders at Beaver Creek Camp - visit www.beavercreekcamp.ca 
to learn about exciting camp opportunities • Photo by Heather Hedstrom
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Building Bridges with Conviction
A number of important convictions have contributed to the formation of the Saskatoon Strategic 
Plan. In addition to the Army’s mission and core values which ground each strategic goal, the 
following are important convictions for our continuing work and services in the City of Saskatoon. 
We believe:

• Saskatoon has increasingly become a place of destination, and that its future holds important 
challenges as well as opportunities

• The city has deep spiritual needs, often expressed through the yearning for dignity and justice 
regardless of any dynamic in the lives of individuals and their families

• The Salvation Army’s multi-faceted services to all people without discrimination expresses our 
love for God and those He created in His image

Downtown Saskatoon at night • Photos by Jonathan D. Hamel
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Building Bridges with Strategic Goals
In order to realize this vision, strategic goals have been established. These have been created as an 
expression of the mission and core values of The Salvation Army and represent our commitment to 
not only care for the city but to open further conversations with all stakeholders. With this in mind, 
The Salvation Army intends to realize its mission in Saskatoon by:

1. Building Bridges of Hope and Dignity for All
The Salvation Army holds the conviction that all people have intrinsic worth because they bear the 
image of God. Our culture has ways of dehumanizing individuals, robbing them of their worth and 
dignity. We believe that hope and dignity are essential for living, and so we seek to give hope today 
to others without discrimination. In order to realize this goal we will:

• Help create a healthy sense of community so that people will feel included, accepted and 
experience a sense of belonging

• Provide places of safety and support for the vulnerable
• Continue to discover our role in helping the city to develop solutions for housing 

Toy Run Volunteers • Photo by Nathan Regamey
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2. Building Bridges of Healthy Homes for All
In order to do this we will:

• Nurture relationships and conversations with organizations having similar values and 
perspectives

• Seek to understand inherent social challenges emerging from the city’s rapid growth
• Look to understand what dynamics contribute to a healthy community
• Bring The Salvation Army’s core values and wisdom into conversation with other stakeholders 

Each year, The Salvation Army Community Centre provides 84,000 hot, nutritious meals to those 
in need • Photo by Jonathan D. Hamel
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3. Build Bridges of Understanding About The Salvation Army’s Work within the Community
The Salvation Army is an international movement with a singular mission and it desires to carry 
out that mission in Saskatoon through various means. Our diversity of expression is our strength, 
yet it has potential to lead to confusion about our identity and purpose. In order for the city to 
fully comprehend the mission and character of The Salvation Army we will pursue the following 
initiatives: 

• Connect with and inform our partners and supporters through social media
• Be visible in the community not only at Christmas time, but during other occasions throughout 

the year
• Be present in times of celebration and times of disaster

Saskatoon Temple located at 38 Bateman Crescent • Photo by Heather Hedstrom
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Our Commitment
As we implement this strategic plan, The Salvation Army makes a commitment to:

• Pray for the city, its leaders and its people
• Work alongside others who also desire to serve the city
• Cultivate a sense of community within the city by celebrating its achievements

Each year The Salvation Army in Saskatoon provides nearly 1000 Christmas hampers to those in 
need during the holiday season • Photo by Jonathan D. Hamel
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